
RTF-4 ACTIVATION CHECKLIST 
 

INCIDENT   IC REQUESTS RTF RESPONSE 
 
RTF-4 DISPATCH       45 MINUTE TO RALLY POINT  
   ROLL CALL, ENR ON TRAVEL CHANNEL 
   ESTABLISH KEY POSITIONS 
   CONFIRM GPS FORMAT AND DATUM (USNG/WGS84) 
   REQUEST ADDITIONAL NEEDS 
   SELF SUFFICIENT FOR MIN 24 HRS 
 
ADVANCE TEAM  DEPART EARLY (IF NEEDED) TO MEET WITH IC AND GATHER INFO 
   [ATFL, ASO, SM, RM, TSS-2] 
 
TRAVEL    FUEL PLAN AND MONEY 
   ROUTE PLAN AND STOPS 
   RADIO TRAVEL FREQUENCY     
 
ARRIVAL        SET UP BASE OF OPERATIONS (BoO)  
   CHECK EQUIPMENT 
   PREP FOR SEARCH / RESCUE OR NEXT OP PERIOD 
 
SEARCH TEAM MGR DEPLOY RECON TEAM IMMEDIATELY UPON ARRIVAL TO DESIGNATED AREA  
   TIME STAMP OPERATION (5-15 MIN) 
   PREP FOR PRIMARY AND SECONDARY 

STAGE TECH SEARCH TEAMS 
   UPDATE MAP AS SEARCH DEVELOPS / PREPARES DAILY ACTIVITY REPORT FOR BASE 
 
RESCUE TEAM MGR STAGE RESCUE TEAMS (REASSIGN TO SEARCH IF MORE TEAMS ARE NEEDED) 
 
RECON      VISUAL ONLY = NO CONTACT MADE  

                     “RECON ”  RADIO DESIGNATOR 
1-TSS (TECHNICAL SEARCH SPECIALIST) W/ GPS AND NOTE PAD  

    1-TSS (TECHNICAL SEARCH SPECIALIST) W/ 4 GAS DETECTOR & I-PAD 
    

   (HAILING AND LOOKING IN STRUCTURES IS NOT RECON, ITS PRIMARY SEARCH) 
 USE VEHICLE IF AVAILABLE  
 TIME STAMP ON OPERATION (5-15 MIN) 2 TEAMS IF NEEDED FOR LARGE SCALE INCIDENT 
 MAP ENTIRE OPERATIONAL AREA 
 NOTE ALL HAZARDS, BUILDING TYPE AND DAMAGE, VICTIMS (SEEN OR HEARD) 
 NOTE LOCATION OF HIGHEST PRIORITY TARGETS 
 MARK BUILDINGS (A,B,C…) OR PLOT WITH GPS, TAKE NOTES ON GPS WAYPOINTS DURING RECON 
 RETURN TO BoO, BRIEF TEAM ON OP AREA, DRAW MAP 

    
PRIMARY SEARCH     DETECTION MODE = EXTERIOR SEARCH 

  LABEL ALL SEARCH & RESCUE  TEAMS BY COLOR:  RED, BLU, GRN, ORG, YEL, PNK. 
         IF MORE NEEDED: "DOUBLE-RED, DOUBLE BLUE" 

 PRIMARY SEARCH TEAM MEMBERS 
 

  1-TSS           TECH SEARCH SPEC  W/ GPS AND NOTE PAD 
  1-HM             HAZ-MAT SPECIALIST  W/ 4 GAS DETECTOR 
  1-DELSAR             QUICK LISTEN WITH 1 SENSOR ON EXT  
  1-SEARCH CAM      WINDOWS ROOFS VOIDS - EXT. ONLY  
  K-9              IF AVAILABLE, CAN BE SENT WITH RECON 
 

 LOOKING FOR AT LEAST 1 VICTIM HIT IN EACH STRUCTURE/PILE, SECONDARY TEAM WILL FIND MORE 
 WHEN FOUND, SEND IN SECONDARY SEARCH TEAM TO DEFINE LOC AND NUMBER OF VICTIMS 
 MARK ALL STRUCTURES WITH POTENTIAL VICTIMS (V) TO HELP SECONDARY SEARCH 

      
SECONDARY SEARCH    LOCATE MODE = INTERIOR SEARCH 
   

  SECONDARY SEARCH MEMBERS 
 

  1-TSS             TECH SEARCH SPEC W/ GPS AND NOTE PAD 
  1-HM               HAZ-MAT SPECIALIST  W/ 4 GAS DETECTOR 
  1-DELSAR                DETAILED LISTEN WITH 1-6 SENSORS  
  1-SEARCH CAM            ALL ROOMS AND VOID SPACES 
  2- CORING/BREACHING/SHORING   
  1-STRUCTURE SPECIALIST 
  K-9            IF AVAILABLE, CAN BE SENT WITH RECON 
    

 CLEAR ALL ROOMS AND VOID SPACES/ THOROUGH AND SYSTEMATIC/ DEBRIS REMOVAL / LAYERING 
 RELAY EXACT LOC AND RESCUE NEEDS TO SEARCH TEAM MGR.  
 RESCUE TEAM MGR. WILL DEPLOY RESCUE TEAM TO LOC 
 MUST USE SEARCH MARKINGS AT EVERY ENTRY POINT AND ROOM 

 
 
 



 
 
  


