CLASS “C”FIREFIGHTER ENDORSEMENT DRIVER LICENSE

Prior to any driving, each firefighter is required to provide a CSFM Driver/Operator 1A Certification to the Training Officer.  

A Class C Driver’s License with a Firefighter Endorsement is required to be obtained by the end of the probationary period.  

Each firefighter trainee will be required to practice driving skills for a minimum amount of time during his/her probation. The required driving time is subject to modification only by the Training Chief. It is the position of the Department that practice is necessary to build individual driving skills into positive habits on the road.

Each trainee shall practice driving skills for a minimum of 10 hours, 3 hours that must be accomplished at night.  Night driving is credited during hours that require vehicle lighting as defined by the California Vehicle Code.

Practice hours shall be under the direct supervision of the Engineer or Company Officer.  A driving log will be maintained indicating the pertinent information and notes on lessons learned or reinforced.  

The driving log is found in the Class “C” Firefighter Endorsement License section of the Trainee Guidebook.  Although specific learning activities require driving, it is the trainee’s and Company Officer’s responsibility to complete the total required number of hours by the eleventh month evaluation of the probationary period.

The first three log entries are required points.  The assigned engineer is to utilize the evaluation sheet found in the Class “C” Firefighter Endorsement License section, to evaluate and sign-off the trainee for further work. No trainee shall drive on streets with general public access until these requirements have been fulfilled.  

Steps to follow to obtain your license
1. Obtain CSFM Driver Operator 1A certification
2. Successfully pass the pre-trip inspection test with Department Driving Examiner.

3. Practice driving a minimum of 10 hours, 3 hours of which must be accomplished at night.  Your Captain will fill out the driving log for each driving practice session.  

4. When the above objectives are completed, schedule driving test with Department Driving Examiner.

5. Submit all paperwork to Battalion Chief to obtain authorization to take to DMV to obtain a Firefighter Endorsement for you class C license.

DRIVING SESSION 1

The first driving session is to be accomplished only after the trainee has completed and passed the departments’ pre-trip test with the departments pre-trip test coordinator. The trainee must have a working understanding of the operator’s controls before beginning, including vehicle height (Clearance), width, length and weight.
Conduct the session in an area free of excessive traffic. This may be an industrial park, large parking lot, etc.  Let the trainee feel the vehicle in motion paying particular attention to turn radius, clearances and stopping distance. Concentrate on basic driving skills:  hand position, field of vision, and use of mirrors, speed control and smoothness of operation.  Make certain the vehicle is under total control at all times.  

Close the session with a review of performance as documented below:

Trainee (name): ________________________________________________________

The Engineer and/or Company Officer have discussed today’s driving session with me.  

The following comments have been offered:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


______________________



_____________________

Engineer Signature





Captain Signature
______________________



_____________________

Print Name 






Print Name

Date: _________________

DRIVING SESSION 2

The second driving session is to be accomplished under the same circumstances as the first:  Low traffic area, basic skills.  

At the end of the session, complete the statement below:

Trainee (name): ________________________________________________________

The Engineer and/or Company Officer have discussed today’s driving session with me.  

The following comments have been offered:

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have driven with trainee _________________________ for a minimum of two hours in controlled situations.  The trainee has driven under supervision, in normal traffic under a variety of conditions.

______________________



_____________________

Engineer Signature





Captain Signature
______________________



_____________________

Print Name 






Print Name

Date: _________________

DRIVING SESSION 3

The third driving session is to be accomplished under the same circumstances as the first:  Low traffic area, basic skills. 
Demonstrate spring brake activation while moving 3-5 mph.

Identify how to release spring break to move vehicle should emergency application occur.

Demonstrate backing in a straight line and backing to 90 turns both with and without backing guide.

At the end of the session, complete the statement below:

Trainee (name): ________________________________________________________

The Engineer and/or Company Officer have discussed today’s driving session with me.  

The following comments have been offered:

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I have driven with trainee _________________________ for a minimum of two hours in controlled situations.  The trainee has driven under supervision, in normal traffic under a variety of conditions.

______________________



_____________________

Engineer Signature





Captain Signature

______________________



_____________________

Print Name 






Print Name

Date: _________________

Note:  If you are not able to sign off the trainee at this time, continue with the controlled sessions until able to do so.  Contact the Training Chief for assistance if needed.

(Copy as a guide for each driving session)
Complete the following check off sheet before each driving session for your records:

In Cab checks
Identify Gauges



Fuel




Date: ________



Air pressure



Time: ________



Oil pressure



Time spent driving: ________



Ammeter or voltmeter

Total hours to date (day): ________



Temperature



Total hours to date (night): _______



Tachometer



Name: ___________________________



Gauges specific to unit

_________________________________








Engineer Signature

Operational Controls







_________________________________



Lights




Captain Signature



High beam switch


Emergency lights


Siren


Air horn


Wipers


Defroster


Heater (Air Conditioner)
Brake system checks



Air compressor cut out ________ psi



Low-pressure warning ________ psi


Air Brake set ________ psi

ARCADIA FIRE DEPARTMENT

CLASS “C” FIREFIGHTER ENDORSEMENT DRIVER TRAINING LOG

	DATE
	CAPTAIN
	DL#
	VEHICLE
	DESCRIPTION
	HOURS

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


Comments______________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Captains Signature__________________________________
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